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Excellencies, 

Distinguished guests, 

 

It is an honor and a great pleasure for me to address you today on behalf 

of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy on 

the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Salzburg Stiftung of the 

American Austrian Foundation.  

In these past 20 years the Salzburg Stiftung of the AAF managed to 

establish world-class programs of highest reputation and impact – 

congratulations!! 

Its flagship, the Open Medical Institute including the Salzburg Medical 

Seminars, was also founded about 20 years ago and has been 

financially supported by our ministry from its very beginning. 

Especially the Salzburg Medical Seminars as an international 

postgraduate medical education program which aims at bridging the 

knowledge gap between East and West, North and South is fully in line 

with the long-term international strategy of our Ministry in the areas of 

science, research and innovation and hence perfectly complements our 

activities.  

Since the late 80s we have put a strong focus on our Central, Eastern 

and Southeastern European neighboring countries.  

These countries, and especially our direct neighbors, have traditionally 

been important partners for Austria. This is true not only for the cultural 

and business sectors but also for the fields of science, research and 

innovation. Following the political transformation in the region after 1989, 

the respective Austrian Ministry in charge of science and research has 
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taken every effort in supporting the dynamic development in this region 

and bridging the gaps between the EU and its Eastern and Southeastern 

neighboring countries.   

You will realize that there are many reasons for us to support the 

cooperation with and the further integration of these countries in the 

European Union. Be it the geopolitical location of Austria in the heart of 

Europe, be it our common history and the manifold ties to friends and 

family in the countries East and Southeast of Austria. 

Apart from high level bilateral agreements on S&T cooperation 

concluded with most of these countries in the past decades, Austria has 

also implemented a large number of unilateral support-initiatives and -

programs. 

In addition to these uni- and bilateral activities we also participated in 

many joint EU network projects aiming at supporting the cooperation in 

research, technology and innovation as well as stimulating the political 

dialogue between EU-Member States and Non-Members. And I am 

happy to say that these projects were quite successful and had very 

positive effects on the development of the research and innovation 

systems in these countries. 

After the EU-accession phases in 2004 and 2007 when our direct and 

near neighbors in East and South joined the EU – in 2004 Czech 

Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Slovenia and in 2007 Bulgaria and 

Romania –, we focused more and more on the Western Balkan countries 

to promote their full integration into the European Research and Higher 

Education Areas as well as to deepen the direct bilateral relations.  
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During the Austrian EU-Council Presidency in 2006 our Ministry was the 

driving force for the establishment of the "EU-Steering Platform on 

Research for the Western Balkan Countries". This platform is dedicated 

to supporting the association process of the West Balkan countries to the 

EU and to stimulating the political dialogue, the cooperation and the 

coordination of activities in science and research between EU Member 

States, the European Commission and the countries in South Eastern 

Europe. Croatia joined the European Union in mid-2013; the other 

countries are still on their way. Just recently we decided to provide the 

necessary budget to continue this information portal after the end of the 

WBC-INCO.NET project. So the website will be re-launched soon as 

“the” information hub on RTI for and about the Western Balkan countries. 

It will be found under www.wbc-rti.info 

In 2011 the EU introduced another important strategic concept for this 

region: the so-called macro-regional “EU-Strategy for the Danube 

Region”. This strategy was created to provide a wide umbrella for 

regional cooperation in different sectors relevant for the countries in 

Central, Eastern and Southeastern Europe. Science, research and 

innovation are core elements of this strategy which includes a detailed 

“Action Plan” we are now implementing together with our partners in the 

14 participating countries in the region. Its overall aim is to encourage 

individual researchers as well as research organizations to intensify 

international contacts in the region and to make better use of existing 

resources and available funds. We believe that this is the right recipe:  

To be successful in the long term strategic concepts and activities need 

to be based on available institutional capacities, existing thematic 

http://www.wbc-rti.info/
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strengths and, most importantly, on strong personal commitment. This 

brings far better results than millions spent for single thematic calls. 

In addition we also try to increase the visibility of the Danube region as 

an excellent research location. To this end my Ministry awards a number 

of international annual prizes for research carried out in the Danube area 

- we call them “Danubius Awards”. These awards are dedicated to honor 

the work of renowned researchers as well as inspiring ideas of young 

researchers from the region. Therefore one young researcher from each 

of the countries in the Danube region is awarded. This years’ awarding 

ceremony will be held in October in Ulm/Germany.  

So we have many complementarities and synergies between the work of 

the Open Medical Institute and our other initiatives in these regions. 

Therefore I am happy to confirm the continued commitment of the 

Austrian Federal Ministry of Science, Research and Economy to the 

Open Medical Institute. 

But coming back to the Salzburg Medical Seminars program and its 

great concept to link top physicians from leading American and Austrian 

hospitals and their affiliated medical schools with colleagues from 

Eastern and Southeastern Europe and other countries in transition, who 

otherwise would not have access to such a high-level medical training.  

This program does not only significantly improve health care in the target 

countries, but it also helps to fight “Brain Drain”, which still is a major 

challenge for many countries, and contributes to “Brain Circulation” 

instead. 
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I am very satisfied that the programs of the Open Medical Institute are 

carried out in such a highly professionally manner and that they are 

continuously improved and refined.  

The number of about 17 000 young physicians who attended the 

seminars so far is impressive, and I am glad that some of them are here 

with us today.  

You can hardly believe that 14% of all physicians in a country have gone 

through the programs of the Open Medical Institute as it is the case with 

Montenegro. 

And when we consider the role of the fellows as multipliers in their home 

countries who share their new knowledge with their colleagues, the 

impact is even higher and their contribution to the further improvement of 

their national medical systems cannot be overestimated.  

But they do not only return home with fresh professional knowledge. 

They will also have found new colleagues, even friends and they all are 

now part of the international network of fellows and faculty of the 

Salzburg Medical Seminars. Together with the continuously extended 

free online resources of lectures and courses this network is an 

invaluable source of up-to-date information and also provides help in 

difficult specific cases.  

All of this is really impressive and we would be happy if all of our 

international programs were that successful. 

The Salzburg Stiftung of the AAF has done a marvelous job so far and I 

hope – no, I am sure – that it will continue to do so in the future. In 

September 2014 I participated in the Board meeting of AAF in  New 

York, where I could witness the dedicated work of all board members. 
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Let me conclude by thanking the chair persons, presidents and trustees 

of the American Austrian Foundation and its Salzburg Stiftung for their 

personal commitment to this great initiative and for the excellent 

cooperation so far.  

My special thanks go to the faculty members of the Salzburg Medical 

Seminars for serving pro bono and making this program possible, but 

also to all the fellows taking part in the program.  

Thank you for the opportunity to address you today and have a 

wonderful evening! 

 


